ALL: Father, alpowerful God, your eternal Word took flesh on our

earth when the Virgin Mary placed her life at the service of your
pan, PREPARING THE WAY

Lift our minds in watchful hope to hear the voice which

announces his glory and open our minds to receive the Spirit who * . a \J?
prepares us for his coming. > : ' -@
W e ask this through Christ our Lord. o : /\ **

Amen.
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U We hope you have enjoyed our journey iRr@paring the Way

We would greatly appreciate you taking a moment and completing
Feedback Commengard.

For those of y Q2016 8thCanstopherandt h e
St. Margaret Mary Parish Handbotikey are available on a table in tt
rear of the room, along with other Forms you may find of interest.

Qp&/ el

U We would like to recognize and thank Reverend Joseph M. McLaffe

Pastor of St. Christopher and St. Margaret Mary for his unbounding
spiritual leadership and guidance.

U Our appreciation is extended to the St. Christopher and St. Margare

Mary Faith Formation Committee for their time and effort in organizi
and conducting this Retreat.

U We would also like to thank you, the participants of this Retreat whc

madePreparing the Waguch an inspirational experience.
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U Notes LEADER:

The challenge for this Advent season and going forward is to grow spiritually
using the following HABITS approach:
H & Holy Hour: Start with 10 minutes of daily prayer and watch it grow
over time to an hour.

A 8 Accountability:Be transparent with at least one friend who will
hold you accountable to being a disciple.

BdBible: L e t Godos

Jesus in prayer and study.

transform your

I d Invest: Tithe and serve in the mission of the parish.

T d Tell: Courageously tell others about your faith and invite them to
faith in Jesus Christ.

Sd SacramentsParticipate as frequently as you can in order to receive
the grace to grow as a disciple.
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oOYou al so must be ready;
for the Son of man i s c¢comi
(Luke 12:40)

Heavenly Father, we thank you for this special season in t
Church in which we prepare our hearts for the fulfillment o
your plan of salvation.

Lord Jesus, we ask for the grace to examine our hearts, re
of our sins, and seek forgiveness from you in the Sacrame
Reconciliation.

Holy Spirit, help us to enter fully into this Advent season al
draw us into deeper, prayerful communion with you and wi
one another.

Glory be to the Father

and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit.

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end.

Amen
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F 4.5 Giving the Gift of Ourselves

U Video(Length: 2:50.FORMED Presenter Dr. Tim Gray)

On behalf of Father Joe and U Readi ng an dEpRieahylPryetsivocn e
St. Christopher and St. Margaret Mary LEADER: Christ has appeared among us.
Faith Formation, we extend our warmest ALL: Come, let us adore Him.
welcome. We pray that your participation LEADER: The precious gifts which the Magi brought to the Lord t
at this Advent Retreat will provide you an day are threefold, and they are signs of divine mysterie
opportunity to reflect upon the meaning By gold the power of the King is signified,
of Advent and result in a more joyous and by frankincense His great priesthood,
blessed Christmas. by myrrh the burial of the Lord.
ALL: The Magi worshipped the Author of our salvation in the
crib, and of their treasures they brought to Him gifts of
0ltds beginning to ook a lot Iike Christ mgsicn@turedr at | east thatods
based on that familiar holiday song. But what does that look like at your LEADER: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy €
house? Most of us anticipate the great sales at the mall on the day after ALL: As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, wc
Thanksgiving, string lights on the outside of our house and decorating the without end. Amen.
inside of our homes. But how exactly are we preparing our hearts for the LEADER: Let us pray.
greatest gift wedve ever been given? T h r @OWGed) by the leagingf astar ol didst manifest tTH
of the Incarnation, the Virgin Birth and the events surrounding the arrival of only begotten Son to the Gentiles on this day; mercifull
Jesus, this Advent Retreat offers an opportunity to experience the joy of the grant that we who know Thee by faith, may be brought
true meaning of Christmas. contemplate the beauty of Thy majesty. Through the sz
Jesus Christ Thy Son.
ALL: Alleluia.

U Discussion
The Church celebrates the arrival of the Magi during the feast of th
Epi phany. The word epiphany ¢
di scovery, realization, or di ¢
Epiphany reveal and illuminate?

ONE OF THE BEST GIFTS

E CAN GIVE OURSELVES IS
TIME ALONE WITH GOD.
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4.4 The Gift of the Magi

U Video(Length: 4:17.FORMED Presenter Dr. Tim Gray)

0 Reading and Refl ection e
(Excerpt from Advent ReflectionGome, Lord Jesus! The presence of Christ!
Cardinal Timothy M. Dola® Our Sunday Visitor/3/2012; www.0sv.com)

We believe that Christ comes in three ways.
Yes, He has come already at Bethlehem on that first Christmas. This

e

U The Retreat is organized into 4 Parts:

A Part 1: Prepare The Way
A Part2: TrustIn God
A Part 3: Watch and Pray

is the first coming of Our Lord, t hfePatdeTheaGf5r e most familiar wit
celebrate every Christmas. . : - .
He also comes to us now, every day, in such mysterious ways, as in u Each Eart has 5 topics consisting of.
prayer, grace, word, and sacrament. These are other ways that Our Lord A a V|d¢o .
comes to us. The word for the ceIeﬁbE%@cg'gsgio%naﬁdR@qu“?nﬁa@dLordc“)s birth,

oChri 8t mbenval | y, fi hinG atthatsomitigsas Wedl.s s 0

Then there is yet another coming. Christ will come at the end of time,
as judge of the living and the dead.

So there are three comings of Jesus. Christ did come in the past,
Christ does come right now, and Christ will come in the future. If you U
dondt mind me saying it in a more
history, mystery, and majesty. He came in history as the Holy Infant of
Bethlehem. He comes to us now in mysiemy word, sacrament,
grace, and mercy. He will come in majesty at the end of the world as
judge of the living and the dead. Christ comes in history, mystery, and
majesty.

This is the threefold coming of Christ that we contemplate during this U
blessed Season of Advent.

c:

U Discussion
Each of these oO0comingsbéd
What gifts are we prepared to give the Christ child?

ar e

gi fts
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Your participation and comments are vital to obtain the most enrick
experience from the Retreat.

Lunch will be available between Parts 3 and 4 . At any time during

pReteeat ot argwgelzome 10 (efreshLyourbelverages @rd snacks

Father Joe will provide his reflections after Part 4.

Due to circumstances beyond his control, Fr. Joe regretfully is not
available for Confession after the Retreat.

Acknowledgement: The Video and Discussion portions are from tt
web based sittORMED (www.FORMED.org), Advent Program.
© 2011/2016 Augustine Institute. All rights reserved.

f FOBMED G a multisedia \website that provides the people within tt

boundaries of St. Christopher and St. Margaret Mary unlimited acc
the best movies, video Programs, audios and eBooks in the Churc
today. |l tds 24/ 7 access to tF
Faith anytime, anywhere. Use it on your computer, tablet or
smartphone. Some people refeARORMED as the Netflix for
Catholics.

| t 6s easy RORMAPpand thexecixne sharget Please sex
the FORMEDREGISRATION INSTRUCTIONS sheet which has
been inserted into this Program Handbook.

I f you havendt already, pl ease
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WHAT IS ADVENT?
Advent is the beginning the Church'’s liturgical year.

Advent (from, "agtenire” in Latin or "to come to") is the season
encompassing the four Sundays (and weekdays) leading up to the
celebration of Christmas. It varies in length between 22 days and 28 days.
In 2016, it is 28 days long.

4.3 Searching for the King

U Video (Length: 4:39.FORMED Presenter Dr. Tim Gray)

0 Reading and Refl ection e

I n O. Henryodés classic short s
his watch in order to buy jeweled tort@ise e | | combs f
beautiful hair. His wife, however, cut and sold her cherished hair il
order to buy a chain for his prized watch. In the end, they gave on

another gifts they werenot abl
The Advent seasds a time of preparatichat directs our O. Henry ends the story with t
hearts and minds to- such as they are wisest. Ever
l?Christc”)s second.coming at the en'ijD@cfyssi(Bni me and .
0 also to the anniversary of the Lorwqi]cg,sdt?ldrtoh ?—I'én?@/r'c%tlrlna%-is shor

WHY IS ADVENT IMPORTANT?

Preparation for Christmas is an important theme for Advent, but more is
involved. Advent gives us a vision of our lives as Christians and shows us the
possibilities of life. The vision of life that Advent gives us is twofold:

U it looks back to the first coming of Christ at Bethlehem, and

U it looks to the future when Christ will come again.

In the interval between these two events we find meaning for our life as a
Christian.

Season of
Ordinary Time
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4.1 The Gift of Christmas2onti nued from pr e v
U Discussion
Imagine that your friend announces to you that she will not be giving or
accepting gifts this Christmas because she fegigiggftdistracts from
the true meaning of Christmas. How would you respond? 2. Which Book(s) of the Bible tell the story of the birth of Jesus?

1. What is the meaning of the word Advent?

3. Which Christmas hymnés second
heaven adoredo6?

4. What is the most popular ornament placed at the top of the Christm:

4.2 King Herod and the Magi

?
U Video(Length: 3:10.FORMED Presenter Dr. Tim Gray) tree
5. What was the name of EIlizabeth
0 Reading and Refl ection e
In the early 1900s, the Mexican government, influenced by the anti
religious sentiments of Marxism, outlawed various practices of 6. Of all the popular Christmas songs, which is thesb#itg single of all

Catholicism, closed churches, deported foreign priests, and sent most of time?
the clergy into hiding. After attempts at peaceful protest and negotiations
failed, tens of thousands of laypeople gave their lives in defense of the
Catholic Church in Mexico in what is now known as the Cristero War. 8. Which Book(s) of the Bible tell the story of the Magi (Wise Men)?
In every society and every age, even within the last century, political and
social factors have tried to suppress Catholicism.

7. St. Nicholas was originally from which country?

9. Which country can be credited with the creation of the Christmas

U Discussion beverage, eggnog?

What are ways we can remain faithful to our Catholic Faith in the face of
opposition? 100What item did omy true | ove se

11. Which figure in the Old Testament was also born in Bethlehem?

12.Why are spiders and spider webs common Christmas tree decoratic
Poland?

13.Who was Good King Wenceslas?

14.What does the rose (pink) candle lit on third Sunday of Advent
symbolize?

15Who did O0The angel of the Lord

- Page 7- YOUR SCORE




It's been said that Christmas is merely a pagan day that y/2s

REPARE|

It's easy to lose sight of the real story of the Magi
amidst the figurines, the television renditions, and
carols about the three "oriental kings." This study
looks at the biblical account and gives a proper
.context for a truly meaningfulscelefbroat}on of joy

' tkﬁotugh sarffidiaf g|vngEJ ©
4.1 The Gift of Christmas?

U Video(Length: 2:35.FORMED Presenter Dr. Tim Gray)

Christianized by the early Chuiittand now the pagans wa P
it back. Yet the holiday we call Christmas (and the seas@g.—
Advent that precedes it) is marked by wonder, holiness, # E’WA‘[’
beauty, which go beyond mere sentimentality. Preparing LEE

way of the Lord, 6 as begu§
us now, signaling the beginning of the Church year.

1.1 Consequences of Secularization
U Video(Length: 1:50.FORMED presenter: Bob Rice)
eading and Ref | &l tndvie dithe Mage Mat
When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King
Her od, behold, magi from the
is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star at its rising and h
. come to do him homage. When King Herod heard this, he was gree
grief in my heart day after day? troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. Assembling all the chief priest

How long will my enemy triumph over me? the scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah we
Look upon me, answer me, LORD, my God! b e

0 Reading and Ref (a®rsantofDavit) <] Psalmul
How long, LORD? Will you utterly forget me?
How long will you hide your face from me?
How long must | carry sorrow in my soul,

ve liah I | in death born. They said to him, ol
(L3|ve|gzttomyeyesestls.eep|neat,\I ) .lwritten through the prophet : 5
€s my enemy say, 0 ave preval ﬁo%ee?ns least among the rulers of Judah; since from you shall con
lest my foes rejoice at my downfall. ful er who is to shepherd my p

But | trust in your mercy.
Grant my heart joy in your salvation,
| will sing to the LORD,
for he has dealt bountifully with me!

Then Herod called the magi secretly and ascertained from them tl
time of the stards appearance.
and search diligently for the child. When you have found him, bring

word, that | too may go and do
i Discussion the king they set out. And behold, the star that they had seen at its
What would our world look Iike if Brecgdgkthem, ynfilitgame and sippped over the place where the

was. They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering the h:
they saw the child with Mary his mother. They prostrated themselve
did him homage. Then they opened their treasures and offered him
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dre:
not to return to Herod, they departed for their country by another wa

U Di scussi on, continued on next
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3.5 Learning to Be Watchful

U Video (Length:3:31.FORMED Presenter Dr. Sri)

U Readi

i

ng and Refl ectdllon e 2 C
It can be difficult to see God in the middle of our weakness, but in

reality, He often uses those moments in our lives to speak to us most

profoundly and to reveal His peaceful and comforting Presence in a
way.

Obut he said to me, O6My grace
perfect in weakness. 0 I owi ||

order that the power of Christ may dwell with me. Therefore, | am

content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities,

1.2 A Time of Expectation

U Video(Length: 4:37FORMED presenter: Bob Rice)

ori dtRheiaadnisngl2and Ref |l eélét i on e Ma t
(The Preaching of John the Baptist
In those days John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the dese

new Juded and] s ay fornhg kingdomR ef peaven is at hand! It
of him that the prophetlsailha d s poken when he

i s scurfyfiincgi eonutt fionr tyhoeu ,d efsoerr tp, 0 woePr e
rat hepratbhosa.sété most gl adly of my wea
John wore clothing made of ¢

around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. At that tim

for the sake of Christ; for when | Jerosalemea Budea,taideha whole ragion ardumd cha gpaan wer
e St. Teresa of Calcutta said: out to him and were being baptized by him in the Jordan River as t

oSuffering is nothing by itself. aBkanadwledged ttheiresind/henghe saWw mane o thewPharidees artd e
Christ is a wonderful gift, the mosSa dbdeuacueteisf uclo ngiinfgt ,t oa htiosk ebna potfi s
Discussion Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce good fru

When was one time in your life where God showed you how He was

present in a time of weakness or trial?

evidence of your repentance. And do not presume to say to yourst
6We have Abraham as our father
children to Abraham from these stonE&sen now the ax lies at the ro
of the trees. Therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will

Activity

Do you listen or watch for the ways God speaks to you in the simple,

ordinary moments of life?

Letds do a short activity to s

1. Please close your eyes.

2. Now that your eyes are closed, | want each of you to think

of two or three things you noticed about the room or the A
o

appearance of people at your table before you shut your
n\

Be as specific as possible.

- Page 24-

ee

cut down and thrown into the fire. | am baptizing you with water, fc
repentance, but the one who is coming after me is mightier than I.
not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the holy S
and fire. His winnowing fan is in his hand. He will clear his threshi
floor and gather his wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn w
unquenchable fire.o
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be
baptized by hi m. John tried t
i Db aypotul 5zreed rbeya |YIOyU ,p adynidn gy €att tYeOnut ¢
reply, OAll ow it now, for thus
Then he allowed him. After Jesus was baptized, he came up from
water and behold, the heavens were opened [for him], and he saw
Spirit of God descending like a dove [and] coming upon him. And

voice came from the heavens, S

whom | am wel |l pl eased. 0

0 Di scussi on, continued on next
- Page 9-



1.2 A Time of Expectationcontinued from previous page
U Discussion

How does what John the Baptist said back then apply to us today?

- Page 10

3.4 Chri stmas and Chri

Video (Length: 4:12.FORMED Presenter Dr. Ted Sri)

Reading and Ref | ec ThebfaofStérancSt .
On Christmas Eve in 1223, the deacon St. Francis of Assisi assiste
the celebration of Midnight Mass near the firsslfed Nativity scene,
which his brother friars creat
brethren were summoned, the people ran together, the forest reso
with their voices, and that venerable night was made glorious by m
and brilliant lights and sonorous psalms of praise. The man of God
Francis) stood before the manger, full of devotion and piety, bathe
tears and radiant with joyo.

1 Discussion

Drawing from St. Francis0s exeé
the Gloria help us recall and rejoice in the beauty of the Incarnatior
during Mass?

0Gloriabé
Glory to God in the highest. And on earth peace to men of good W
We praise You. We bless You. We adore you. We glorify You.
We give You thanks for Your great glory.

O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father almighty.

O Lord Jesus Christ, the OHiggotten Son.

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father:

You Who take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.

You Who take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer.
You Who sit at the riglthand of the Father, have mercy on us.

For you alone are holy. You alone are the Lord.

You alone, O Jesus Christ, are most high.

Together with the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

0 | nc ar-thafact tbahtide Son of God assumed a human natt
order to accomplish our salvation in it.

—
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http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=10046

3.3 No Room in the Inn
U Video (Length: 3:42FORMED Presenter Dr. Ted Sri)

1.3 John the Baptist

U Video(Length: 2:54FORMED presenter: Bob Rice)

0 Reading and Ref [T st if @shs) e Luke 20 Reading and Ref | -40gvigiiantaid Faithi@l Servants) k

and she gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him in
swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, because there was no room
for them in the inn.
<] J 0 h (The Yire and tHe Branches)

0Gird your |l oins and |light vyoc
their masterds return from a v
he comes and knock&lessed are those servants whom the master
vigilant on his arrival. Amen, | say to you, he will gird himself, have

0Greater |l ove has no man than t hi s thentracine attableymenchprocead/to whiv om thenh iArsd sHouldf he

friendso.

U Discussion
Considering all this, why is it fitting that Christ humbly chose the manger
and the Cross instead of earthly glory?

NO ROOM AT
¥ THE INN.

- Page 22

come in the second or third watch and find them prepared in this w
blessed are those servants. Be sure of this: if the master of the ho
known the hour when the thief was coming, he would not have let |
house be broken into. You also must be prepared, for at an houry

not expect, the Son of Man wil
Discussion

The Catechism of the Catholic
celebrates the | iturgy of Adve
ardent desire for his second c

In what ways will the second coming of Christ be different from the
Are you ready for the Second Coming?

On The Lighter Side

One bumper sticker reads: 0WAF

be unmanned. 6

Anot her sticker reads: 0l n cascs
- Page 11-



1.4 Focus on Jesus 3.2 Who Is in Control?

U Video(Length: 3:11FORMED presenter: Bob Rice) 0 Video(Length:3:09 FORMED Presenter Dr. Ted Sri)
0 Reading and Ref | ed4(Godai Moneg) Matt hew RBeadidng and Ref |-3¢restoration through the Mesdhh) C
ONo one <can sldewileithar vate onmans lowe the . Therefore the Lord will give them up, until the time
other, or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve when she who is to give birth has borne,
God and mammon. Then the rest of his kindred shall return
(Dependence on God) to the children of Israel.
0Therefore | tell you, do not wor H¥shal take Wis plateds shephetdf €, what you
eat [or drink], or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more by the strength of theQRD,
than food and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds in the by the majestic name of th®RD, his God;
sky; they do not sow or reap, they gather nothing into barns, yet your And they shall dwell securely, for now his greatness
heavenly Father feeds them. Are not you more important than they? shall reach to the ends of the earth:
Can any of you by worrying add a single moment to yospéfe? Why
are you anxious about clothes? Learn from the way the wild flowers U Discussion
grow. They do not work or spin. But | tell you that not even Solomon What is the connection between Micah-8:@hd the infancy narrative:
in all his splendor was clothed like one of them. If God so clothes the in St. Lukeds Gospel, and how
grass of the field, which grows today and is thrown into the oven the worl dds affairs?
tomorrow, will he not much more provide for you, O you of little faith?
So do not worry and say, OWhat are we to eat?®& or O06What are we t
drink?6 or O6What are we to wear?2o All these things the pagans s

Your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek first the
kingdom [of God] and his righteousness, and all these things will be given
you besides. Do not worry about tomorrow; tomorrow will take care of
itself. Sufficient for a day is its own evil.

Even though the enrollment of the people was intended to oppress

i Discussion them, God used the evil plans of the rulers of the age to bring abot
A presepio is an elaborate, crowded Nativity scene within a village. good: Christ the King was born in the royal City of David, fulfilling t
Traditionally, they were often modeled after the local Italian villages in hopes of the Israelites, because this census forced his parents to ¢

which they were constructed. The symbolism is that Jesus was born into
the real world and lived among everyday people. A good presepio will
require some effort to locate Jesus, Mary, and Joseph in the scene.

Why do you think the King of Kings and Lord of Lords entered human
history in such a humble, obscure way?

Looking at world affairs today, what are some ways that you can s
bringing about good in the middle of an evil situation?

-Page 12 - Page 21-



Pz
:; % 1.5 A Time of Preparation

U Video (Length: 3:58. ®RMED presenter: Bob Rice)

With the many distractions that bombard us daily,

how can we stay focused and watch for Christ

during Advent? This study explores the Nativit VatC &
narrative in Lukebds G pray.., .‘
example of how to prepare our hearts with true i L’ -
humility so that "watching" for Jesus is an active *
reality.

U Reading and Ref |-3F@eedfoovnnichi@nesMa r k
oBut of that day or hour, no
ser v RO the Sgn, I%lut o\r}h{ theiF%ther. Be watchful! Be alert! You do n
Rndw whén the time will dome.
It is like a man traveling abroad. He leaves home and places his
servants in charge, each with his work, and orders the gatekeeper
on the watch. Watch, therefore; you do not know when the lord of

- g . house is coming, whether in the evening, or at midnight, or at cock
3.1 The S|gn|f|cance of the Christmas Story or in the morning. May he not come suddenly and find you sleeping

U Video (Length: 2:18.FORMED Presenter Dr. Ted Sri)) What | say to you, | say to al

0 Reading and Ref laencutcdmentrofthe Birth of Jésus. K € 1 : 3 5(‘) But ; eh I\/{at tah mw;hegzﬂkm%wng)@rand ':]O;r)
And the angel said to her in repl(% oTRe Frkcifay gp?’rlp wi PHT ¢ 8 fe
. . not the Son, but'the Father’alone.
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.

: : Jesus said to his disciples:
Therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God. .
& L u k-B4 (TH Birth & Bsus.) at the coming of the Son of Man. In those days before the flood, tt

The angel said to them oDo not e 3ingaaddinkingmayyingangalingn mayriage ynjot

. : at Noah entered the ark. q’ﬁey idnh

to you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For . - .

: : . . . carried them all away. So will it be also at the coming of the Son o
today in the city of David a savior has been born for you who is

. T ) ) A Two men will be out in the field; one will be taken, and one will b
Messiah and Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find an . - . :
infant wrapped in swaddling cloth !—:'e.ft' Twowodrner?Wlllib%gﬁ/ndlpg&att%e mr'H’aorr]]eletl.l tr)etagen, a%jrﬁ
Wlﬁ be ?ef'?. heref\ére, st '

|
suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, awaxe:
praising God and sayi napgdoneatthlGl or vy
peace to those on whom his favor

gor %d(? nolt knnowtOH vghicrhdlay yRUL Lortd will come. Be sure
{his: if tRe master of the hodse had kAow the hour of night when tl
[hi%f?/vasscdm?ng, he would have stayed awake and not let his hou:
i Discussion broken into. So too, you also must be prepared, for at an hour you

Why do you think the virgin birth of Jesus Christ defines history? not expect, the Son of Man wil

U Discussion
In what ways is the observation of Advent a remedy to the seculari
and commercialization of Christnfasow does it help us to not lose
sight of the reason we celebrate?
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Lart 9

W

Long before an angel appeared to a young girl named Mary, the needforthe y Readi ng and Re f-20@indunoement éf thel Bithkofedohn]

Scene 2.5: Saying 0Yesbd
U VideoLength: 3:57.FORMED Presenter Brigid DeMoor))

angel's message was firmly established in history. at the start of Creation, the angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right of the
mankind had rebelled, choosing to trust something other than their Creator, of incense. Zechariah was troubled by what he saw, and fear cam
bringing sin and death into the world. So how does that event connect to a hi m. But the angel ’sZachatiahtbecauss
young virgin and a startling visit from a celestial being? Let us explore. your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a s

and you shall name him John. And you will have joy and gladness
2.1 The Problem of Trust many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the sight of [the]
U Video(Length: 1:46 FORMED Presenter Brigid DeMoor) Lord. He will drink neither wine nor strong drinke will be filled with

Note: We didndt do the o0Trust Wal kot hree fheorlrye dSptior iitn etvheen vfirdoeny .hi s
) . . _ the children of Israel to the Lord their God. He will go before him ir
U Reading and Reflectionle®) Saint Fr angdspiit8n8 powet bf Elfah tb thrhd Be’hearts of fathers toward ch

I(WWL‘("’];C"’“hO'igCity';oncﬁmp'ete T”‘S(;i”r?c’d) and the disobedient to the understanding of the righteous, to prepa
Do not look forward to the changes and chances oeople fit for the Lord,

ofthjs life with fear. Rather, look to them with full Then Zechariah said to the ar
confidence that, as they arise, God to whom you an old man, and my wife is adh

belong Wi||. in his love enablg you to profit by them. him in repl whostnds bafare Gdd bwas serit to spe
He has gwged yr(])u 'gms f(?r n “f'?l.l D%you but h|°|d to you and to announce to you this good n&us.now you will be
fast to His dear hand, and He will lead you safely speechless and unable to talk until the day these things take place

through all trials. Whenever you cannot stand, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled at thei
He will carry you lovingly in his arms. oroper time.o

Do not look forward to what may happen
tomorrow. The same Eternal Father who takes care of you today will take (i Discussion
care of you tomorrow, and every day of your life. Either He will shield I n Lukeds account of the Annur
you from suffering or He will give you unfailing strength to bear it. that God silenced Zechariah wt
Be at peace then, and put aside all useless thoughts, all vain dreads and angel?
all anxious imaginations.

U Discussion
When is it hardest for you to trust?
What are you missing out on in |ife because you dondt trust?
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Scene 2.4: The New Eve

U Video(Length:3:16.FORMED Presenter Brigid DeMoor)

0 Reading and Reflection &
Over the centuries, dozens of Christian artists have imagined an
interaction between Eve and Mary. For example, in 1426, the
Dominican friar and artist Fra Angelico painted a piece catled
Annunciation In this painting, the angel Gabriel appears to Our Lady
on the right side of the painting while an angel casts Adam and Eve out
of the garden on the left side. A beam of light and grace cuts across the
painting from above Adamds and
womb of Mary.

U Discussion
What do you think this beam of light symbolizes?

E v e dyso uh ewai dl sl

2.2 Mary, Model of Trust

U Video (ength: 3:16.FORMED Presenter Brigid DeMoor)

U Reading and Ref | €%EkpulsonfromEdn) Ger
Now the snake was the most cunning of all the wild animals that
the LORD God had made. He asfk
6You shall not eat from any of
answered the snake: O0We may ec¢
is only about the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden that Gc
said, O6You shall not eat it or
ddiiree. cotol y Btuot tthhee hsenaarkte
die! God knows well that when you eat of it your eyes will be open
you wi || be | i ke gods, who knc
tree was good for food and pleasing to the eyes, and the tree was
for gaining wisdom. So she took some of
its fruit and ate it; and she also gave some to her husband, who we
her, and he ate it.

Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that
were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloth:
themselves. When they heard the sound of the LORD God walking
about in the garden at the breezy time of the day, the man and his
themselves from the LORD God among the trees of the garden.

The LORD God then called to the man and asked him: Where
are you? He answered, o0l hear
because | was naked, so | hid.
were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which | had forbidde
to eat? The man replied, O0The
put herewithméshe gave me fruit fron

The LORD God then asked the woman: What is this you have d
The woman answered, 0The snake
LORD God said to the snake: Because you have done
this, cursed are you among all the animals, tame or wild; On your k
you shall crawl, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life.

I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your of
and hers; They will strike at your head, while you strike at their hee
continued o
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2.2 Mary, Model of Trust

Genesis 3:-19 (Expulsion from Eden continued
To the woman he said: | will intensify your toil in childbearing; in pain
you shall bring forth children. Yet your urge shall be for your husband,
and he shall rule over you. To the man he said: Because you listened to
your wife and ate from the tree about which | commanded you, you shall
not eat from it, cursed is tgeound becausaf you! In toil you shall eat

its yield all the days of your life. Thorns and thistles it shall bear for you,
and you shall eat the grass of the field. By the sweat of your brow you
shall eat bread, until you return to the ground, from which you were
taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.

Discussion
What stands out to you from this reading? How does this story help us
see the big picture of trust and distrust in the history of salvation?

Expulsion from Edem Sistine Chapel Ceiling
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U Reading and

2.3 Our History of Distrust and Hope

from pir ¥ideo(@endtls 2:2pFORVED Présenter Brigid DeMoor)

Re f | e G2 (theGelenty Weéks of Yeald)a 1

| was still praying, when the man, Gabriel, whom | had seen in vi
before, came to me in flight at the time of the evening offering.

0Seventy weeks are decreed fc
Then transgression will stop and sin will end, guilt will be expiated,
everlasting justice will be introduced, vision and prophecy ratified, «
holy of holies will be anointed.

Know and understand: From the utterance of the word that Jerus
was to be rebuilt until there is an anointed ruler, there shall be seve
weeks. In the course of sHityo weeks it shall be rebuilt, with square
and trenches, in time of affliction.

After the sixtywo weeks an anointed one shall be cut down with 1
one to help him. And the people of a leader who will come shall de
the city and the sanctuary. His end shall come in a flood; until the .
the war, which is decreed, there will be desolation.

For one week he shall make a firm covenant with the many; Hal
week he shall abolish sacrifice and offering; In their place shall be 1
desolating abomination until the ruin that is decreed is poured out
the desol ator. o

Discussion
What connections do you see to the story of Annunciation?
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